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AN
NA

 M
ARIA CHARITY CAR SHOW

DON’T MISS ONE OF THE BEST CAR SHOWS OF THE SUMMER! THE EVENT WILL BE HELD 
AT 889 N. AURORA RD.  ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION.

PRE - REGISTER BY AUGUST 14TH

THE MAIN CAMPUS OF ANNA MARIA OF AURORA

SAT. AUGust 2021 9AM - 1PM21

THE SHOW WILL BE HELD AT 

CONTACT (330) 562 - 0600 WWW.ANNAMARIAOFAURORA.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION

S top by and check out a fantastic selection of beautiful classic cars.   Great food available for purchase, along with 50/50 raffle, and 
chance auction!  ALL proceeds from this annual event benefits the Alzheimer’s Association.  For more information or to register 
your classic car, please contact Evan Webster at 330 562-0600!  Hope to see you there!

08

FAMILY MATTERS
Joann Poremba Jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com Anna Maria of Aurora

THE

MONTH

NEWSLETTER
ISSUE # 32

THE CAMPUS OF ANNA MARIA OF AURORA

OUR EDITOR CONTACT FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Updated Visitation Information for Assisted and Independent Living and Kensington at 
Anna Maria: Please refer to our website (visitation guidelines) for the latest information on visitation 
suspension for assisted and independent living and Kensington at Anna Maria.  Thank you!

Happy 100th 
Birthday Mary 
Lou Tesauro!

See page 5 for pictures of this 
very special birthday celebration!



2 Anna Maria of Aurora Newsletter

Resident Profile

Anna Maria is proud to be the home to several 
married couples, with one such couple being 
Richard (Dick) and Emily Durbin, residents in 

our Norwood independent living area since January of 
2020.  Dick and Emily just celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary this past March; here is their love story.

One fine afternoon, Emily was invited over her friend 
Sally’s house to hang out.  Little did she know that 
Sally’s boyfriend invited his friend Dick over as 

well.   Dick knew that a girl would be there, however he 
thought it was a girl he met once before.   Nothing like a 
little match-making!  Dick, wearing a pink sweater, drove 
up on a motor scooter (being only 15, he did not yet drive).  
Emily thought the scooter was pretty cool, however, she 
questioned the pink sweater and why he was wearing it.   
Despite the pink sweater, Emily thought Dick was cute.

T he match-making worked, as Dick and Emily were 
smitten with each other and continued dating 
through high school.  Emily’s parents, who did not 

like the boy she previously dated, gave Dick a thumbs up.  
Certainly benefits a relationship when your parents approve.

A fter graduation from high school, Dick headed to 
Michigan State and Emily to nursing school.   With 
one school located in Lansing and the other in Detroit 

(about a distance of 90 miles), this arrangement did not 
work out too well for these lovebirds.  Dick would travel 
to Detroit every weekend to see Emily (when he should 
have been studying), while Emily was not enjoying nursing 
school.   So they decided to get married and moved into 
the “married couples” housing at Michigan State.    This 
arrangement worked out well, perhaps too well, as their 
firstborn child, John Christopher, was born one year later, 
followed by second son Michael, then daughter Jennifer.

D ick drove a MG which he entered in a race and 
won first place.  He was quite proud of this 
car.  However, when Emily was pregnant with 

John she could no longer fit comfortably in the front 
seat, so Dick traded in the MG for a more family-style 
car, a Corvair.  Much more comfortable for Emily.

D ick was not yet quite finished with school when he 
received a call from a friend’s father, offering him a 
job at Precision Fitting in Cleveland.   With a growing 

family to support, Dick accepted the position and moved the 
family to Euclid, Ohio.  In 1988, the company set forth plans 
to build a new plant in Aurora, so the family moved to Aurora.  
Though plans for the Aurora plant fell through, the family 
remained in Aurora, with the kids enjoying Geauga Lake and 
Sea World.  Dick, fortunately, did not mind the commute.  

D ick’s nickname for Emily was his “Honda Honey.”  
The couple enjoyed numerous motorcycle rides 
together, specifically an annual trip to Gatlinburg, 

TN; they loved the Smokey Mountains.  The family 
enjoyed time together at the family cottage in Long 
Lake, Michigan (located near Traverse City in the UP).

T hough her three kids kept her very busy, Emily found 
time to cross-stitch and knitting.   She once knitted 
a very nice sweater for Dick.  Was quite an endeavor 

for Emily, as this was the last item she ever knitted.  The 
sweater was eventually passed down to son Mike, whose 
wife accidently placed it in the dryer, not realizing it was 
wool.   Oops!  Their two-year old son was the proud owner of 
this infamous sweater for a bit of time.  Dick enjoyed wood-
working in his spare time, and crafted many amazing clocks. 

I n 2019, facing a few health challenges, Dick and 
Emily moved to Anna Maria of Aurora, one of the best 
decisions they ever made.  This great couple is right 

at home here, enjoying the many activities offered and 
have made many friends.  They strongly believe in their 
Christian faith, knowing that FFF is most important – Faith, 
Family, Friends.  Dick and Emily know they are in “His” 
hands in “His” time.   May God continue to bless Dick and 
Emily with many more years of good health and happiness.

Dick and Emily Durbin
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Employees of the Month

Employees of the Month

Anna Maria

Kensington

Pam Spurio, Assisted Living Caregiver.

Kasey Murton, STNA.

August 2021

Years of Service:  2 Years
Title:  Assisted Living Caregiver
Favorite Food/ Resturant:  Chicken Marsala / Red 
Lobster
Hobby:  Crafting (specifically puff pillow photo albums)
Family:  Fiance Chuck, Daughter Erin, Brother Terry 
(Erin and Terry are employees as well)
Favorite Music:  anything country – loves Reba McIn-
tyre
Fun Fact: Enjoys Karaoke (she’s a pretty good singer)
Why Anna Maria?:  Daughter Erin (a nurse in assisted 
living) talked her into working here.  Best decision she 
ever made.  Provides awesome care to her residents.  It’s 
very rewarding work. 

Years of Service: 1 Year
Title:  STNA (West Hall)
Favorite Food:  Cheese Pizza from Pizzaz Pizza 
in Mayfield
Family:  Mom, Dad, and older sister
Favorite Music:  Billie Eilish
Fun Fact: will be a senior at John Carroll University 
studying pre-med
Why Kensington?:  Kasey appreciates the great 
family-oriented atmosphere and helpful co-workers.  
Loves her residents!
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Anna Maria /
Kensington

A look at what is going on... 

Happy 100th Birthday Mary Lou Tesauro!

Hawaiian Leis 

We have yet another centenarian here at the Campus of Anna Maria!  Mary Lou Tesauro 
turned 100 years young on July 21.   The weather cooperated nicely, allowing this 
lovely lady to enjoy a lovely garden party, celebrating with family, friends, and 

caretakers.   Mary Lou’s daughter, Mariann, flew in from Hawaii for this special occasion.   
We hope the good Lord will continue to bless Mary Lou with good health and happiness.   

I n Hawaii, receiving a lei is a way to show friendship, love or to celebrate or honor someone.  
It’s also a way to greet someone warmly.  The most common flower used in leis is the orchid, 
known for its beauty and strength.  Though we are not about to take a trip to Hawaii anytime 

soon, Anna Maria residents enjoyed their own version of the Hawaiian lei.  Close your eyes, 
play some Hawaiian music, and one can imagine he or she is on the shores of Waikiki Beach! 

Mary Lou with her caretakers

Dorothy V. Frances H. Doloris S. Dorothy H.

Mary Lou with friends Martha and 
Karen (standing l to r)

Mary Lou (seated) with her family – 
daughter Mariann directly behind
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Adriane with administrator Aaron Baker

Hope Elonda enjoyed her cupcake

Fruit Flan from Heinen’s

Homemade breakfast casserole.  So delicious!

Terri’s cassata cake – so good

Elonda with Aaron Baker Terri with Aaron Baker

Congratulations!  We Appreciate your Hard Work and Dedication! 

Congratulations to Elonda Martin, STNA, Adriane Lockett, LPN, and Terri Malloy, 
STNA, who all achieved 5 years of service milestone anniversaries last month.   We 
so appreciate their continued hard work and dedication to our residents.    We look 

forward to many more years of service from these awesome employees.  Congratulations! 
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Shark Week!

Shark Week was a huge success at the Kensington building last month, with lots of “fishy” fun.  Shark 
games and crafts were enjoyed all week, with a special appearance from a fishy friend!  Many thanks 
to our creative activities department for planning such cool activities for our residents to enjoy

What a fun game!

Marilyn D. and new friend

What is that shark saying to Helen W.?

Great White and a Hammerhead

Such talented residents

Josephine G.

Getting ready to enjoy some shark trivia

Norma K.

That smile on Gladys’ face says it all
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Happy Birthday Phyllis! 

Tea for Two, and Two for Tea 

Open for Business! 
Doesn’t she look marvelous?  
Happy 94th birthday to South 
resident Phyllis Boyd.  Hope 
you enjoyed that delicious 
cupcake.

The whole point of a tea party is to get together and enjoy each other’s company.  In preparation 
for our tea party, Anna Maria residents crafted  flower pins to wear in their hair.  On Tea Party 
day, all enjoyed a  fine cup of tea and finger sandwiches, along with good conversation.  Anytime 
is a good time to have a tea party, as we discovered *** “There are few hours more agreeable than 
the hour dedicated to the ceremony known as afternoon tea” – Henry James

The residents on the South unit at Anna Maria can once 
again enjoy breakfast, lunch, and dinner in the dining room.  
Due to Covid, the “South” dining room has been closed for 
the past year, and the residents are thrilled to be enjoying 
their favorite food items, along with good conversation with 
friends, in a restaurant-like atmosphere.   

Dolores H. – what a great 
smile

No way she’s 94 years young

Doloris S. carefully arranges 
her flowers

Looks delicious Genee H. – beautiful!
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Assisted / Independent Living

Tomatoes are finally ripening in the 
raised garden beds in the Grande 
Courtyard, turning a most wonderful 

shade of red.  Lisa McFarland (AL/IL 
Activities) picks the ripe ones daily and places 
in a basket.  Residents can help themselves 
to this most delicious homegrown delight! 

Residents enjoyed a fun afternoon of flower arranging, also known as Ikebana, the Japanese 
term for “making flowers alive.”   It’s a definitely an art learning how to flower arrange, 
however, ours turned out pretty nice. 

Resident therapy dog, Bowie, could certainly 
be a perfect poster dog for a “Dog Days 
of Summer” campaign, don’t you agree?  

The Dog Days of Summer refer to the hottest, 
most uncomfortable days of summer, though 
Bowie does not look the least bit uncomfortable.

Our First Harvest

Flower Arranging 

Assisted / 
Independent Living

A look at what is going on... 
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Lisa and Ernie with Ann W. (center) and Trudy U. (right)

Grayson the cat

Mary F. and Marian S. enjoy lunch

What a good-looking group

(l to r) Kelli, Carol M. and Millie C.

Ernie is so proud of his beautiful gardens

Looks like an exotic jungle – not a backyard in Streetsboro!  Wow!

Can you identify this plant?

Yes Ginny (in blue) we see you! 

Assisted / Independent Living

Many of you are familiar with activities assistant/ driver Ernie Quesenberry (he’s 
been with Anna Maria for over 35 years).   Ernie has not one, but two very green 
thumbs and has a thriving and absolutely gorgeous backyard garden at his house 

in Streetsboro.  Every summer Ernie hosts an afternoon lunch for the residents at his house.   
Being that this did not happen last year due to Covid, Ernie warmly welcomed everyone back 
this year!  Residents enjoy browsing amidst the beautiful gardens and greenery after munching 
on a simple yet delicious lunch. Thank you Ernie (and cat Grayson) for your hospitality!

An Afternoon at Ernie’s 



10 Anna Maria of Aurora Newsletter

Assisted / Independent Living

Out to Lunch 

Nature…What a Beautiful Thing… 

Norwood residents are excited to once again dine out and enjoy lunch and/or dinner at 
neighborhood restaurants.   Last month we stopped at Mason Jar and Mad Jack’s in Aurora, Don 
Patron’s in Streetsboro, and Imperial Wok in Solon.     All were most delicious.  It’s nice to be out 
and about again. 

Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better – unknown.  These 
gorgeous pictures were taken by Lisa McFarland (AL/IL Activities) right in our own backyard, 
the Grande Courtyard.  Black-eyed Susans are one the most popular and long-lasting perennials, 
adding color and beauty to any landscape will into the fall season.  Look closely at the other 
picture, and you’ll see what appears to be a hummingbird, however, it’s actually a hummingbird 
moth.  Very similar.  Take a moment and enjoy the beauty around you.  

(l to r): Lorraine T., Trudy U. and Mary S. at Don Patron’s

Enjoying lunch at the Mason Jar in Aurora 

Mad Jack’s (rest in peace Sandra L., 
center)

Nice day, good food, good friends – 
who wouldn’t be happy?

Melvin B. and a really big margarita

The group at Imperial Wok
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Calendar

August 9 – National Book Lovers Day – time to check out a good book
August 12-15 – The Feast of the Assumption is back in Little Italy in Cleveland.   Food, games, rides and FUN! 
August 15 – National Relaxation Day – kick back while you can!
August 17 – National Nonprofit Day – a day to bring awareness to the positive impact nonprofit organizations have on 
communities
August 19-29 – Watch the best young baseball players compete in the Little League Baseball World Series in Williamsport, 
PA.  You can catch all the action on ESPN or ABC
August 22 – National Peach Day!  Peaches are in peak season during the month of August – this is the best time to enjoy 
a peach (what state is known as the Peach state?)
August 27 – World rock, Paper and Scissors Day – rock will win 35.4 % of the time
August 30 – The U.S. Open Tennis Tournament begins in Flushing, NY

August is National Back to School Month!   Most kiddos will head back to the classroom the end of the 
month.    Masks will not be mandated by the State of Ohio, but it’s “strongly recommended” that the 
unvaccinated wear masks.
Aaahhh, August, the last full month of summer, often considered the “dog days of summer.”   August is the time 
to reap what you’ve sown, as most summer vegetables are ready to be harvested.  It goes without saying that Au-
gust is a good time to celebrate a good harvest and a good summer!   See page 12 for a most delicious recipe for 
zucchini bread (a popular vegetable in many gardens), courtesy of Sally Baltes, Anna Maria Director of Nursing!

August is...

Calendar

OUR AUGUST BIRTHDAYS!

Phyllis Gray

Mary Sand James Stein Rosemary 
Dustrude

Dorothy HatalaJoan Starkey

John Hotchkiss Marion Lightner 

Regina Gorski Ward Barnett William Kish

Ingeborg 
Williams

Marlys Balch
Patricia Vigder 

Betty Silla 
William Young 

Valoise 
Ferraiuolo Mary Lee 

Hendee
Gary Brodie

Ruth Reese

Edward Peace Susan McIntyre

Dorothy Ivons Helen Wujnovich

HAPPY 101st! 
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On this Date

On This Date...
August 1, 1944

August 21, 1959

August 28, 1963

August 9, 1974 August 12, 1877 August 14, 1959
Anne Frank writes her last 
entry in her famous diary

Hawaii becomes the 50th 
state of the United States

Martin Luther King Jr. gives 
his famous “I have a dream” 
speech to 250,000 people 
on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, 

D.C.

Thomas Edison invents the 
phonograph

Richard Nixon resigns from 
presidency of the United 

States after the Watergate 
scandal (who was sworn 
in as president after his 

resignation?)

The U.S. satellite Explorer 
VI snaps the first image of 

Earth taken from space

zoo - kee - nee - bred

INGREDIENTS

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 t. salt
1 t. baking soda
1 t. baking powder
3 t. cinnamon
3 eggs
1 cup vegetable oil (or substitute 1 cup unsweetened applesauce)
2 ¼ cups white sugar
1 T. vanilla extract
2 cups grated zucchini
1 cup chopped pecans (optional)
¾ cup mini chocolate chips

DIRECTIONS

1). Grease and flour two (2) 8x4 inch pans.  Preheat oven to 325 de-
grees F
2). Sift flour, baking powder and soda and cinnamon together
3). Beat eggs, oil, vanilla, and sugar together in a bowl.  Add sifted 
ingredients and beat well.  Stir in zucchini, nuts, and chocolate chips 
and mix well until combined
4).  Pour batter into prepared pans and bake for 40-60 minutes, or 
until a toothpick come out clean
5).  Cool in pan on rack for 20 minutes – remove from pan and cool 
completely before ENJOYING!

What in the world could this bear and eagle be talking about?  
Submit your BEST caption for a chance to win a gift card.  Email 
your caption to editor Joann Poremba, 
jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com.  Good luck! 

Caption That!
Zucchini Bread

RECIPE
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