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Welcome back families and friends as we continue to make small but important strides towards 
increased indoor visitation and “pre-Covid” activities.  We are happy to report we’ve experienced 
zero new Covid cases over the course of the past two months.  It’s exciting to see families and 

friends visiting loved ones once again.   This past month, Kensington at Anna Maria has opened up the dining 
rooms to now include breakfast, which is so encouraging.   The activities departments at both buildings have 
added additional staff members, allowing an increase in the quality and quantity of activities offered to our 
residents.   

Two new gazebos will soon be erected at Kensington, one in the Main courtyard and the other in the 
Southwest courtyard, allowing a great shady area to spend time with family.  Thanks to the family of 
Frances Harper, the Main courtyard at Anna Maria recently underwent a renovation – new mulch and 

gorgeous flowers enhance a really great area to relax with your loved one (See inside for pictures of this 
renovation).   Later this month (Sunday, 7/18, Tuesday, 7/20, and Thursday, 7/22), we will be repairing 
and resealing the parking lot which will create a few short-term logistic issues.  Families will be notified of 
specifics via email; check our website as well for updates.  As always, it’s an honor to have this privilege of 
caring for your loved one.  Please contact either one of us at anytime with any questions or concerns.  Enjoy 
the summer!
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A Word from Administration….

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain – for purple 
mountain majesties above the fruited plain!  America!  America! God 
shed his grace on thee – and crown thy good with brotherhood from 
sea to shining sea!

Chris Norton and Aaron Baker
Administrators

Evan Webster Selected as Grand Marshal of City of Aurora 4th of July parade!
See page 12 for information and pictures on this exciting news! We are so proud of this honor 
bestowed upon Evan, an outstanding citizen and employee! 

Pat Holmes and Family Revamp the Main Courtyard at Anna Maria!
See for yourself!  Check out this courtyard next time you are here; you won’t want to leave!  See 
page 5 for pictures of this gorgeous transformation!
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Resident Profile

Pat was born on June 3, 1937, to parents 
Bill and Mildred.  She and her sister, 
Barbara, had a happy childhood, growing 

up in Cleveland, in the Miles and 114th St. 
area.  Pat and her friends enjoyed bike riding 
and would spend summers cruising through 
Calvary Cemetery on Miles Ave; they found 
the old ornate gravestones fascinating.  Pat 
attended John Adams High School, transferring 
to Kenston when the family moved.   Though it 
was difficult to leave her friends behind, she 
adjusted well and joined the volleyball team.

Pat worked at the A & P grocery store while 
in high school, later finding employment 
at the drive-in theatre.  What a great job; 

lots of fun and lots of cute guys, including one 
such Donald Mitchell.    The two struck up a 
friendship and became man and wife in 1956.  
She continued working at the drive-in, while Don 
worked at Ohio Gas.  Don would occasionally 
stop at the drive-in for lunch to say hi to his 
cutie-pie wife!  Pat spent several years studying 
special education at Kent State.  She enjoyed 

her studies, but did not complete a degree. 

The couple remained in the Chagrin area and 
were blessed with four wonderful children:  
Donald Jr., Cindy, Jayne, and Jennifer.  

The family enjoyed traveling, with a favorite 
destination being Maine.   Other fun times 
included taking the family dogs to Paw Paw Lake 
in South Russell.  Pat’s great-grandfather was a 
developer of this particular area of South Russell.  

A fter her stint as a “domestic engineer” 
raising her children, Pat worked as 
a paraprofessional working with 

children with special needs, specifically  
cerebral palsy.  She retired in 2000.

Pat makes her home now at Kensington at 
Anna Maria after a hospital stay and rehab.  
She receives lots of visits from her family 

which now includes seven grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren.  Her advice for the younger 
generation?  Hang in there!  You are going to 
have your good days and bad days, but that’s 
life.  Just take it one day at a time, and hang on!

Pat Mitchell

The family enjoyed traveling, with a favorite destination being Maine!
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Employees of the Month

Employees of the Month

Anna Maria

Kensington

Katie Moore, STNA.

Tennille Hayden, LPN.

June 2021

Years of Service:  7 ½ Years
Title:  Medical Records
Favorite Food:  Steak and Potatoes
Hobby:  Goal is to watch a MLB baseball game 
at every stadium in U.S.  So far 4 out of 30
Family:  Wife Bekah and “fur babies”  Teagan 
(mutt), Copper and Roxy (brother and sister – 
Corgi/Jack Russell Terrier mix), and Midnight 
(a white cat)
Favorite Music:  Likes any kind of live music 
– has tickets to see Elton John next year!  
Why Anna Maria?:  It’s a great place to work, 
very rewarding – Loves and cares about the 
residents

Years of Service:  24 years
Title:  LPN
Favorite Food:  Seafood Alfredo and fresh 
fruit 
Hobby:  Traveling – favorite destinations Las 
Vegas and Jamaica – plans to visit Hawaii in a 
few years
Favorite Color: Purple
Family:  Three boys, ages 24, 22, 18 and a dog 
named Roxie (pit bull mix)
Favorite Music:  Enjoys all sorts of music – 
favorite musician is Brandy
Fun Fact:  Couponing!  She has a stockpile of 
coupons in her basement
Favorite Sport: Football - Go Browns!
Why Kensington?:  Great co-workers and 
administration.  Chris Norton is the BEST!
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We Are Appreciated!

We Are Appreciated!
Appreciation (noun) – recognition and enjoyment of the good qualities of 
someone or something – gratitude –

Two, four, six, eight, who do we appreciate?  The Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora employees!  Staff Appreciation Week 
was held last month, and what a wonderful week it was, filled with lots of appreciation!  Great food like walking tacos, 
pizza, made-to-order breakfast omelets, salad bar, ice cream sundaes, and an awesome cookout with all the fixins’ were 
appreciated and enjoyed by all staff.   The week also included daily giveaways like instant lottery tickets, succulent 
plants, chocolate bars, and gift basket raffles.   Many thanks to administration for this week of FUN and more FUN!

What a fine looking group of cowgirls!

Carey Huffman and Heather Carcelli 
(foreground) are excited about Tacos!

Madison Clark (STNA) – winner of a 
Taco basket

RN Cheryl Palopoli was another winner 
of lottery tickets

Sue Lanese – lucky winner of lottery 
tickets!

Salad with all the fixings! Delicious!

LPN Cherritta Mallett won a beach bag

Sunshine cart spreading sunshine (and 
lots of goodies)

Alyssa Johnson won a gardening 
basket!

Maurice White (AM Housekeeping 
Supervisor) grills some dogs and 

burgers

Gwen Bing (left) and Chelsea Nagy 
enjoy ice cream sundaes

Dietary Aide Jamal Townsend with the 
“Snack Vibes” cart
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Anna Maria /
Kensington

A look at what is going on... 

A Most Beautiful Transformation

Many, many thanks to Pat Holmes and her family for literally transforming the main 
courtyard at Anna Maria into a peaceful, serene, and most welcoming space for our 
residents and families to enjoy.  For two full days, Pat and family members pulled 

weeds, sprayed, raked, mulched, and planted flowers throughout the courtyard.   Pretty 
flowering baskets adorn the overhang and a potted plant greets everyone who has a seat at one 
of the patio sets.  Pat is the daughter of Anna Maria South resident Frances Harper, and enjoys 
gardening.  Quite obvious!  She approached administrator Aaron Baker and asked permission 
to make something nice even nicer.  And that she did times 10!  Thank you so much Pat! 

Anna Maria resident Jane Bergh enjoying this beautiful area

Thank you, Thank you Pat Holmes!
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Goodbye – Good Luck – So Long – Adios – Ciao – Farewell

It’s always hard to say goodbye especially 
to two dedicated and pretty awesome 
employees!  Last week we bid farewell 

to Steve and Michelle Jones who are 
packing up and moving south to sunny 
Florida!  Both Steve and Michelle are LPN’s, 
with Michelle working at Kensington in 
the Soutwest unit for over 10 years, and 
Steve as an MDS nurse at Anna Maria for 
over five years.  Fun fact? After the two 
married, Michelle convinced Steve to accept 
a position here at Anna’s – definitely a 
win-win for all!  Thank you for your years 
of dedication to our residents.  *** A truly 
great co-worker is hard to find…. Difficult 
to part with, and impossible to forget.  

Congratulations!  Thanks for Your Years of Service!

Two employees celebrated milestone anniversaries last month.   We are proud that so many of our 
employees find longevity here at the Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora.  A few reasons why?  Perhaps 
the supportive management, fair compensation, great co-workers, and career growth.   Many 

come for the job and stay for the career.  You can too!  Contact HR at 330 562-6171 for more information 
*** Congratulations to Lisa Channell, LPN (Anna Maria North unit) and Albert Berry, HR Manager, on 
20 and 15 years of service, respectively.   We are proud of your commitment to our residents and families.

Albert Berry with administrator Chris 
Norton

Lisa was treated to a Chipotle lunch A gorgeous cake and flowers

A nice group turned out for the 
celebration

LPN Lisa Channell (2nd from right) 
can’t believe it’s been 20 years!
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Aloha!

The residents at Kensington at Anna Maria celebrated “everything Hawaiian” 
during Hawaiian Week.   Pin the coconut on the palm tree, flamingo toss, fruity 
drinks and pineapple, and hula lessons were all part of a very fun and tropical 

week.  Many thanks to the wonderful activities staff for their creativity and hard work.  

What a fun game!

James S. with “hula dancer” Kathy

Patricia M. is having a great time

Tim S. is having a great time

A friendly shark says hello

This was to the luau

Mary Ellen H. is all smiles behind that 
mask

Hula dancer aka activities asst. Kathy M.

Doing great pinning those coconuts

Hole in one!

Helen H. with hula dancer Kathy (she 
gets around!)

She made it!  Bryna S. makes the shot
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Welcome Hargus! 

Pink Ladies?Happy Birthday Jean Kukis!

We are slowly but surely allowing our great crew of volunteers, who have been sidelined this 
past year due to Covid, access to our buildings.   They sure are a welcoming sight, appreciated by 
employees and most of all our residents.  A therapy dog named Hargus, a furry and friendly and 
very large Newfoundland, will be making weekly visits every Thursday!  We are so excited. 

Looking good Jody Rader and Sue McElroy, 
admissions director and coordinator, 
modeling the newest line of Campus of Anna 
Maria apparel; fleece-line black jackets with 
a hot pink Anna Maria / Kensington logo.  
You too can be a “pink lady!”  Contact Joann 
Poremba at jporemba@annamariaofaurora.
com for information on how to order one!

Anna Maria North resident Jean Kukis 
celebrated her 92nd birthday with a small 
gathering of family.   Here she is pictured 
with her lovely daughter.  What a great 
picture!  May God bless you Jean with 
continued good health and happiness.

Bill Y. has a new friend Mary J. could pet him all day long Cathy F. waits for a doggy kiss
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Polly Want a Cracker? 
Kensington residents helped prepare the decorations for Hawaiian week, including painting these 
brightly-colored paper parrots.   Aren’t they wonderful?   Best of all, these parrots will not “fly the 
coop” and will stick around for some more fun!
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Assisted / Independent Living

Scenic bus rides are back and residents could not be happier!   Handel’s Homemade Ice 
Cream in Twinsburg was the destination of one such trip.  Handel’s makes their ice cream 
fresh every day, using only the finest ingredients available.   How does Banana Cream 

Pie or Pineapple Upside-Down Cake sound to you?  Sounds pretty tasty!  We will be back!

Handel’s Ice Cream

Assisted / 
Independent Living

A look at what is going on... 

Ginny R. (left) and Marie R.

Gary B. and Val A. Jim C. enjoys a hot fudge sundae Connie M. with her favorite – a shake!

Marge O. and Joe V.
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Assisted / Independent Living

Beartown Lakes is a small park in the Geauga County park system.  Located in Chagrin Falls, 
it’s a great place to enjoy a leisurely walk on one of the trails, or enjoy a picnic with family and 
friends.  Residents took advantage of the latter as the park has a lovely pavilion with awesome 

views of the lake.  While enjoying pizza and salad, the group was entertained by Bowie, our beloved 
therapy dog, who is a pretty good “stick-catcher.”  What a great way to spend a sunny afternoon.

Beartown Lakes
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Assisted / Independent Living

“Flowers always make people better, happier, and more helpful; they are sunshine, food and 
medicine for the soul.” – Luther Burbank. The flower and vegetable gardens in the Grande 
Courtyard are doing very well, thanks to a good dose of Mother Nature (sun and rain).   

How Does Your Garden Grow?

Evan Webster, Grand Marshal, City of Aurora 4th of July Parade
Congratulations to Evan Webster!  What a great day for Evan!
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Assisted / Independent Living

Happy birthday to these lovely ladies!  We wish you a fantastic year filled with good health and 
happiness always!

S quirt gun painting – not just for kids!  Who says squirt guns are just for 
water?  Fill with paint, get a blank canvas, and squirt away!  That’s exactly 
what our residents did and had a blast doing it.  What a fun outdoor activity.  

Together We are Beautiful! 

Happy Birthday! 

Mel B. adds some red

Eve D. adds some yellow

The birthday girl, Nikki S. (seated) Ellen R. (seated) is surrounded by happy birthday “love”

Peggy S. adds some blue

The end result – Together we are 
beautiful!
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Assisted / Independent Living

Nancy Hobbs, a longtime volunteer 
who calls Bingo every Tuesday 
evening, recently retired from 

her “real” job with McGlinchey Stafford, 
a law firm here in Cleveland.   She 
requested that whatever was planned 
for a retirement gift, a donation 
instead be made to Anna Maria’s 
activity department.  Her request was 
granted.   What a selfless act.  Nancy, 
we so thankful for your kindness.   Many 
fun activities will be implemented 
with this generous donation.

A Very Generous Donation

Bandana Flags
To celebrate Flag Day (June 14th), residents crafted these awesome flags made out of red, white, 
and blue bandanas.   What a crafty group!

Ginny R.

Ellen R.

Marian L.

Hard at work!

Nikki S.

Christine A.
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Calendar

July 4th – Happy 245th birthday!  Fire up the grill and enjoy your community’s parade and fireworks.  God Bless America! 
July 13th – MLB All-Star Baseball game at Coors Field in Denver, CO.   Two Indians will represent Cleveland – pitcher 
Shane Bieber and 3rd baseman Jose Ramirez!  How exciting!
July 23rd – The Summer Olympics kick off in Tokyo, Japan.  *** See the next page for some fun facts about the 2021 Sum-
mer Olympics and what athletes to keep your eye on!

July is National Hot Dog, Ice Cream, and Blueberry Month!   
Probably some of the most favorite food items out there!  Get out and enjoy to the MAX this month!  How 
does ice cream and blueberries sound as a topping on your hot dog?

July is...

Calendar

OUR JULY BIRTHDAYS!

Margaret Rugare 

Mary Lou 
Tesauro 

James Even

Nancy Nicholls

Dolores Sacco

Catherine 
Priester Dorothy 

Godenschwager

Laura Lesher Sandra Jett

Richard Jett
Donna Stormer

Phyllis Boyd Karen Perry Anna Christian
Doloris 

Spearman

Elizabeth 
Oswald

Sally Chernick Rose Visci

Lois Eichenberg

Alice Clay Ila Klatka

HAPPY 90th! 

HAPPY 100th! 
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On this Date

On This Date...
July 4, 1776 July 20, 1969July 16, 1945 June 27, 1953
The Declaration of 

Independence was approved 
by the Continental Congress

on this day, NASA’s Apollo 
11 spacecraft carried the first 
humans to the moon.  Shortly 
after landing, astronaut Neil 
Armstrong stepped onto the 

lunar surface, becoming the first 
person to walk on the moon – 

“That’s one small step for man, 
one giant step for mankind”

The experimental atomic 
bomb “Fat Boy” was set 

off at 5:30am in the New 
Mexico desert – the bomb 

emitted heat three times the 
temperature of the interior 

of the sun

The Korean War ended

There are four medal events new to the Summer Olympics:  karate, skateboarding, surfing, and sport climbing.  Baseball 
and softball are also back on the score sheet for the first time since 2008.

The Summer Olympics are scheduled to kick off July 23 through August 8 in Tokyo, Japan, after a year’s delay due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.   Team USA is looking strong, fast, and just GREAT.  The U.S. has won the most 
medals at every Summer Games since 1996, and its more than 500 athletes will try to keep that trend going. 
Here are some key athletes that we hope will bring home the Gold!

Swimming (Women) – Katie Ledecky – This will be Ledecky’s third Olympic games.  The Maryland native, who joined her first swim 
team at age 6, already has earned five gold medals and a silver.  She also holds the world record in six freestyle events.

Swimming (Men) – Caeleb Dressel – This Florida native holds part of nine world records.  Seven are with relay teams and two his 
own:  100-meter butterfly and 50-meter freestyle.  Caeleb took home a record eight medals at the 2019 World Aquatics Championships, 
breaking the record of Michael Phelps.

Gymnastics – Simone Biles – Biles already has 30 Olympic and world-champion medals.  The Columbus, OH, native is the current 
world champion and is the most decorated gymnast in the world.

Surfing – Kolohe Andino – the son of a surfing champ, Andino spent his childhood traveling the world, splashing in the best waves, 
while watching the globe’s best surfers at work.  His nine National Scholastic Surfing Association championships are the most ever.

Track and Field  (Women) – Sydney McLaughlin -  this 21 year old has never lost a race while in high school, earning her the title of 
Gatorade National Girls Athlete of the Year in 2016 and 2017.  Watch her run like the wind in the 400-meter hurdles.

Track and Field (Men) – Noah Lyles – Noah had such severe asthma as a child that sometimes he needed to be hooked up to a breath-
ing machine.  He was also bullied in school due to ADD.  Now he’s one of the fastest people in the worlds, winning gold in the 200-meter 
run and 4x100-meter relay at the 2019 world championships.  He also holds the world record in the 300-meter run.

Wrestling – Helen Maroulis – Helen began her wrestling career at age 7 when her brother needed a practice partner.  Now she is the 
reigning women’s Olympic gold medalist, the first in American history.  In 2018, at a match in India, she suffered a concussion, leading to 
a post-traumatic stress disorder.  She has worked hard to overcome this disorder and “go for the gold” once again.

Fun Fact!

2020 2021  Summer Olympics
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